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01/07/2012 03:55:50 PM     Subject: Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Mimi Will

Last edited: 01/11/2012
04:42:04 PM
Messages: 21
Location: Bay Area

Wilson Web's Marketing Today website

There are many definitions of Web/Internet marketing (see MODULES in Etudes).  A lot of people who consider themselves marketers
have put up webpages providing information (and also including a sales pitch for their books, newsletters, consulting services, etc.).

We need to be able to learn from ALL these resources and also to discriminate as to which ones are most credible and most useful to
us!

Following is a website by one of the first people who started running workshops about Internet marketing back in the 1990s, Ralph
Wilson, called Web Marketing Today:  http://www.wilsonweb.com/ 

Please look at the website and comment on one of the thought points suggested below (or add your own observations). 

Post your comments/examples in 5+ sentencess.  You can also compare with another website you found.  All input welcome!

1.  How is the SITE LAYOUT?  Would it work on large and small screens?  Do you get right away what it's all about?

2.  Are the policies at the bottom of the home page informative?  Anything missing?

3.  Where did you GO FIRST on the website?  What was interesting/important enough to capture your continued attention?

4.  Who exactly is Ralph Wilson?  Is he reputable/credible in marketing?  Explain...

5.  Did you try any links at the extreme left?

6.  What about videos?  Which one did you pick?  How was it?

7.  Does the 'marketing' happen at the right strip or......

8.  Did you click on the Twitter, Facebook, RSS at upper right and 'do something' with it?

9.  Other features/distractions?

10. Why do you suppose this particular website was picked here?

Number your Question and Post Reply

 

01/09/2012 10:41:16 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Annette Caves

Messages: 2

Re: question 1

This is a very “busy” website, visually hyper stimulating.  The header lets you know it is about Web Marketing. At first glance, it does
not seem professional or polished and the ad space on the right takes up a lot of room.  You are forced to take time to sift through the
mass of information that is presented.  It would be hard to read on an iPhone.  Still, I think I would like to subscribe to the e-letter.

 

01/09/2012 11:35:33 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
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Carole Wang

Messages: 3

I'd like to talk about the home page.  I really don't like the home page with so many words in one page, I know this is a marketing
company but I don't like to read so much to figure out what they are  trying to sell. I felt I'm in a 99cents store. If I'm looking for a
marketing company to help promote my website, I wouldn't hire them, I felt this website is not creative. I hope they do good business
with their website.

 

01/10/2012 12:44:44 AM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Denis Ivanov

Messages: 13
Location: Cupertino

Carole Wang wrote:

I'd like to talk about the home page.  I really don't like the home page with so many words in one page, I know this is a
marketing company but I don't like to read so much to figure out what they are  trying to sell. I felt I'm in a 99cents store. If
I'm looking for a marketing company to help promote my website, I wouldn't hire them, I felt this website is not creative. I
hope they do good business with their website. 

This is not a web marketing firm. Otherwise, it's a resource for marketers!

 

01/10/2012 01:07:21 AM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Johan Ruiz

Messages: 4

3. This text-heavy website curates marketing information of relevance to those doing business online. Initially I was drawn down the
main column to review the list of topics covered on the main page. Once I gained a broad sense of the gist of the website, I clicked on
several of the links to see how the pages were organized and the type of data contained itching them. Generally speaking, the site
contains tons of useful information. However, I would have appreciated the use of pictures and diagrams to break the monotony of
endless blocks of text. In my opinion, most visitors wouldn't revisit this site unless it contained information that can't be drawn from
alternate sources.

 

01/10/2012 01:13:21 AM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Denis Ivanov

Last edited: 01/10/2012
06:39:31 PM
Messages: 13
Location: Cupertino

1. Yes, site is old school, not visually appealing (from the first view). There are some banners flashing, very conservative graphics,
pop up and so on.

First 10 seconds I wanted to quit. But I stayed (probably because I was guided there), it took me some time to find the main purpose
of the web site and what am I looking at. I started scanning headlines in the center column (body), then scanning through the left
menu and here I got sense where I'm at, then I read a little more from the body section. The picture of Dr. Wilson dragged my
attention all the times (also I noticed the conversion form on the right, but had not made my decision yet since there wasn't enough
trust to the resource). Then I went through some of the topics on the left again and checked them out (SEO, Analytics). Scanned
through headlines, and after that made a decision to sign up! It took me around 3 minutes to make up my mind!

 

01/10/2012 05:55:04 AM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Michael Hanna

Messages: 9

Grrr!  Foiled already by Foothill's @#$@#$ daily server
reboot!

As for the Web site itself, I have to admit I'm rather
surprised at the negative reaction to all the text on the
page.  If the site didn't have some actual content, it would
be pretty damned useless!  And no, I don't regard flashing
lights, fancy animation, fluttering fairies, or dancing
sugarplums as 'content.'  I hate being distracted by useless
garbage like this when I am searching for information, and I
think this site deserves a little credit for not wasting its
users' time on such frippery.  (I didn't see the flashing
banners or popups that Denis mentioned; maybe I was saved
by my browser settings.)  That being said, there are a few
issues with the site layout.

1.  How is the SITE LAYOUT?  Would it work on large and small screens?  Do you get right away what it's all about?

I'm not sure what the purpose of the blank space at the top
of the page is.  This is a waste of screen real estate and
makes me wonder if someone viewing the site on a cell phone
could see enough of the page to get anything out of it.
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The home page might be better off with a two-column layout
instead of three.  Except for for one display ad, all the
content in the third column is redundant.  Some but not all
of the menu choices in the first column are duplicated in
the tabs at the top of the page.

I was a bit taken aback by the Bible study 'Related Site.'
My initial reaction was, "What the hell?  How is this
related to marketing?"  It could certainly be seen as
marketing for God, but that seems awfully crass.  Of course
it is the right of a site owner to mention any other site
that they run, but plugging a religious site on the home
page of something completely different tends to reduce my
_faith_ (shall we say) in this site. :-)

I was also disappointed to note that most of the
recommendations date to 2005.  Have there really been no
changes or improvements to the available tools since then?

I should also note a few of the things that the site does
right.  While the layout and color scheme are arguably
simplistic, all the information is quite easy to read, even
for my bad eyes.  Thankfully, this site doesn't emulate some
of the idiots who require Flash just to view the site's home
page.  There are also no annoying Flash or CSS popups that
block your view of the page until you click a close box or
accidentally click on the ad.  (One such offender is
http://www.marketingsherpa.com/)  I absolutely HATE sites
that go out of their way to piss me off like this, and when
I see one of these popups, I almost always immediately head
for another site that won't waste my time.

2.  Are the policies at the bottom of the home page informative?  Anything missing?

As informative as such policies usually are, which is to
say, 'not very.'  One thing that is notably missing is a
site map, though that probably isn't a major problem, since
it looks like all of the content should be accessible from
the first column menus.  CORRECTION:  There IS a site map,
but I didn't notice it because it is not grouped with the
other links at the bottom of the page.  Instead, it is just
above the strip of icons, at the end of the middle column's
main content, in a very small font.  Now THAT is bad
placement!

3.  Where did you GO FIRST on the website?  What was interesting/important enough to capture your continued attention?

I looked at the Recommendations, since I need them for COIN
58 as well as this class.

4.  Who exactly is Ralph Wilson?  Is he reputable/credible in marketing?  Explain...

Beats me.  He seems to think he is credible, but I didn't
care enough to do any checking.  I tend to instinctively
distrust anyone who calls himself 'Dr.' and labels himself
an 'Expert' without mentioning any of his qualifications.  I
may look up some of his books eventually if I find a reason
to care.

5.  Did you try any links at the extreme left?

No, though I may come back to them when researching specific
topics for the class.

6.  What about videos?  Which one did you pick?  How was it?

With the possible exception of porn :-), videos are
generally a waste of time and bandwidth.  I have zero
interest in viewing sales pitches, and I don't like
instructional videos, because they can't be easily used for
reference.  (Who has time to waste on searching through 20
minutes of video to find the one thing you wanted to look
up?  Text is king, except when you want to be a TV zombie.)
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7.  Does the 'marketing' happen at the right strip or......

Not for me, since the third column is not fully visible at
my default browser width.

8.  Did you click on the Twitter, Facebook, RSS at upper right and 'do something' with it?

No - why on Earth would I do that?  There is no indication
of what these links do.  And of course, since I don't do
social networks, I don't have a Twitter or Facebook account
anyway.  :-)

9.  Other features/distractions?

The redundant 'Subscribe Today' ads are a little annoying,
which is why I suggested a two-column layout instead of
three.

10. Why do you suppose this particular website was picked here?

Perhaps because it has been around for a while, or at least
claims to have been.  If it really has been around since
1995, the author presumably must be getting some use out of
it, which implies that he must be doing something right.

 

01/10/2012 05:50:40 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Mimi Will

Messages: 21
Location: Bay Area

Good so far, Everybody! 

You can each pick ONE of the questions and concentrate on that -- otherwise there's just too much to cover all at once!  

About the floating banner ad (for newsletter sign up) that wafts in from the left (on my computer at home):  Depending on what
browser you are using, results may vary!  Ralph used to have the banner ad start at the top and work it's way to the middle of your
screen, stopping there (and blocking whatever was behind it), really "in your face"!

Please continue....and there will be other different discussion threads added every couple days that feature things we are
reading/learning about.

 

01/10/2012 06:41:05 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Denis Ivanov

Messages: 13
Location: Cupertino

Mimi Will wrote:

Good so far, Everybody! 

You can each pick ONE of the questions and concentrate on that -- otherwise there's just too much to cover all at once!  

About the floating banner ad (for newsletter sign up) that wafts in from the left (on my computer at home):  Depending on
what browser you are using, results may vary!  Ralph used to have the banner ad start at the top and work it's way to the
middle of your screen, stopping there (and blocking whatever was behind it), really "in your face"!

Please continue....and there will be other different discussion threads added every couple days that feature things we are
reading/learning about. 

I think there is a purpose for website to look like this!

 

01/10/2012 06:46:54 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Denis Ivanov

Messages: 13
Location: Cupertino

Michael, I enjoyed reading you reply! Got a lot of interesting info! :) Why do you think 2 - column would be better? For this type of site
3 - column seems like standard. 3rd column for "Conversion forms", "Call for action", Social plugins etc...

 

01/10/2012 09:20:45 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
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Katherine Mount

Messages: 2
Location: Santa Clara, CA

5.  Did you try any links at the extreme left?  Yes, I clicked and read articles under "Marketing Tools". The section caught my
attention quickly because I am in COIN72 for Web Marketing.  I'm feeling a little over whelmed because I am not familiar, nor am I
involved with, or have much experience in web marketing.  It caught my attention because I know to succeed in the class, I will need
multiple types of tools from various sources to help support my success in the class. I want to maximize the tools I am provided as
well as learn strategies to have a successful outcome for the class.  I thought the section "Marketing Tools" was well organized and
capable of keeping my attention because I read multiple stories to learn more.  Another item which caught my attention was the
pictures of the authors with there articles.  Based on the look of age, I felt more compelled to accept there knowledge because there
"my age".  Seems incorrect or discriminate but I have to be truthful.  I will disclose I am not one for pop-ups or advertisement when
inside a site. I expect to have these items on the Home page when first arriving at the web site, but I find myself faster to quickly
change a site when feeling bombarded with non-relevant advertisement. 

Katherine Mount

   

01/10/2012 09:51:13 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Michael Hanna

Messages: 9

Denis,

I agree with you that the three-column form is quite common.
My suggestion for two columns was based primarily on
the fact that there is only ONE unique item in the third
column; namely, the advertisement, and even that doesn't
take up much of the available space.  Of course, that would
leave open the question of where to put the ad.  One possibility
might be to place it after the introductory section in the second
column.  Another possibility might be to do something more
radical like dumping the search bar and replacing it with the
ad (while increasing the height of the title banner and maybe
eliminating the white space at the top).  The search option
could be moved to the first column menu.  This solution would
admittedly probably be rather ugly and non-standard, and thus
not so good from a user interface perspective.  Of course, I'm
not a marketing person, so I don't know which solution would
be better in terms of maximizing responses.

 

01/10/2012 10:15:55 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Jason Palomares

Messages: 2

At first glance, I wasn't impressed with the layout of the website and its content. It looks like a site from the mid-90's when companies
started to begin using the Internet to promote their business. The icons for Facebook, Twitter and RSS look generic and the language
used to build the website does seem outdated. I would stay away from using tabs (e.g. Articles, Videos, etc.) at the top of the home
page unless I was working on developing a control panel for an application or service. The placement of the various sections on the left
panel could be limited to a few links or the use of CSS might be helpful. If this was site for businesses today, it would require plenty of
work.

 

01/10/2012 11:55:46 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?   
Martha Raup

Messages: 12
Location: San Francisco

At first glance, this site didn't attract me. However, the second and third times I went to it, I found much more usefulness. For
instance, I like the dual navigation system - at the top, I can select the type of information format I want - videos or articles, and on
the left, I can select topics. I found it quite easy to use BOTH systems of navigation. I found I was most attracted to the videos. I love
listening to a video while I search and read online. Then ocasionally I switch back to the video view to make sure I'm not missing
something. The people interviewed come from a wide range of businesses, and I like that each video is focused on one topic. It's true,
the layout feels and looks old-fashioned, but hey, this guy is the pioneer!  As the blurb says,  Business Week called his popular
WilsonWeb.com website: "bar none the best e-commerce resource out there." And, to give him some more credit, he DOES include
current web marketing topics, and tools.

I watched How Social Media Can Increase Your Search Rankings - with Noran El-Shinnawy (4:58), How to Develop a Successful Social
Media Campaign - with Eric Enge (8:32) and How to Set Up Information Architecture and Site Navigation with Shari Thurow (6:26)

Martha

    

01/11/2012 12:43:09 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Renu Virdi

Messages: 3
Location: Palo Alto, CA

The site has a wealth of information and I expect I will be going there many times as I get more into the class. It really makes me
wish I had taken this class and got into web marketing much earlier! 

The first chapter in the class text book got me interested in affiliates so I watched a couple of the affiliates and e-commerce videos. I
liked the synopsis of the video so you can read the main points while watching the video. Some of the videos I watched are:

How to Find and Attract Top Performing Affiliates - Dixon Jones (8:14)

JForum - Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website 1/14/2012 4:57 PM

https://myetudes.org/portal/tool/ec357d38-c3fd-4db6-8028-42e22fd4528f/posts/list/1141781.page



How the Panda Update Changes the Game for E-commerce Sites - with Todd
Friesen (6:45)

I did not like the "in your face" banner approach and I closed that window as soon as it came up. However, after using the site and
looking at the content I went ahead and subscribed to the newsletter using the subscribe link on the right hand side.

I would definitely recommend the site.

  

01/11/2012 01:03:47 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Katherine Taumoepeau

Messages: 1

To be quite honest, at first site this would typically be a website I would pass up. It didn't really catch my attention, but taking the
time out to read the homepage started to interest me. The first place I went to after the homepage was the about me page. I usually
always check those things before I look at everything else. Now I am going to go ahead and admit I am not to tech savy so I
navigating the page and all that seemed fine with me. The only thing I can actually pass judgment on is the attractiveness of the
website. Sometimes first impressions really do matter, and in this case it just stand out enough for me to want to go back as helpful as
the site might be. Their was too much going on and to many things to look at.

 

01/11/2012 01:09:48 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Lauren Howard

Messages: 5
7.  Does the 'marketing' happen at the right strip or......

The creators of the website are able to market themselves as the go-to-gurus in online marketing, which a.) further generates views
of their website, b.) strengthens their message, c.) gives Dr. Ralph Wilson more book sales / ad sales, etc.

They carefully place abundant links for the user to be added to their email subscribers list, which gives them a strong consumer base
to spread their message.  This also allows them to carry out email campaigns.

The knowledge they share seems genuine (from a cursory glance), which means they have quality backlinks from other websites

 

01/11/2012 02:24:14 PM     Subject: Re:What is Web Marketing?  
Mikiko Murdock

Last edited: 01/11/2012
02:38:31 PM
Messages: 7
Location: San Carlos

I'd like to comment on Question 1. How is the SITE LAYOUT?  Would it work on large and
small screens?  Do you get right away what it's all about?

First off, the site looks quite outdated and painfully static.  The layout, the boring color schemes, the
logos of the links to facebook and twitter... all these ages this site by 2 decades at least. 

When I clicked on RSS, there was no information.  When I clicked on Contact Us, the fist line I saw
was:

We get so much e‐mail spam, that it's too easy for us to accidently delete your e‐mail message unless you use the
form below to contact us. Thanks for understanding. 

(Note that there's a typo there.  It's original.)  And it gives the postal mailing address...  Is this web
site for real?  (Well I got a cool web clock from this page at least...)

Also the lack of dynamic elements, live-looking links, and visually appealing colors, gives this page the
impression that it was thrown together by a person who does not understand marketing psychology,
let alone a web marketing professional.  It certainly does not look like the site could provide the most
current web marketing technology resources it seems to offer.  In that regard, this is unfortunately
one of the most oxymoronic sites I've ever seen. 

The 3 column structure may not work well in small screens, but I don't think it works all that well in
large screens either, as the ineffective redundant messages take up a lot of real-estate.

When it comes to messaging, I have to read this page quite a bit to figure out what this page is all
about.  The page doesn't communicate effectively the fact that it's offering the Web Marketing
resources of the current times NOW. 

Actually, reviewing this page was a very interesting exercise.

Miki
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01/11/2012 09:13:04 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
David Lis

Messages: 1

WOW – what a tough crowd.    I am certainly not going to show you my site.
 
This is going to be an interesting class.
 
To someone that doesn’t the subject know as everyone else:

-          I thought 2 columns was enough
-          I did not like the Subscribe today for Free  or the Web Traffic controller box but that is just me
-          I really liked Michael Hanna comment
-           

Michael Hanna
I was a bit taken aback by the Bible study 'Related Site.'
My initial reaction was, "What the hell?  How is this
related to marketing?"  It could certainly be seen as
marketing for God, but that seems awfully crass.  Of course
it is the right of a site owner to mention any other site
that they run, but plugging a religious site on the home
page of something completely different tends to reduce my
_faith_ (shall we say) in this site. :-)
 
The video seem good
 
From Mikiko Murdock:

First off, the site looks quite outdated and painfully static.  The layout, the boring color schemes,….
 

Is it that bad?

 

01/11/2012 11:57:03 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website   
Martha Raup

Messages: 12
Location: San Francisco

Adding to Michael Hanna's observation (mentioned also by David Lis) - did you notice on the About Us page, the Brief Bio of Dr. Wilson
points out that he is an ordained minister, and has written over 25 books on religious topics. The criticisms of the site layout kind of
reminds me of the saying, Do as I say, and not as I do. That is, the website talks about web marketing, but fails to demonstrate it -
the package doesn't support the product. Maybe that's an important lesson for all of us...

Martha

    

01/12/2012 10:17:31 AM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
David Napan

Messages: 1
3. Where did you GO FIRST on the website? What was interesting/important enough to capture your continued attention?

When I first opened the website the first thing I saw was the website's banner. The layout is consistent with the date it  was created,
1995, it appears it hasn't been updated since.
My first reaction was to click away, or "back" and continue my search elsewhere.
Being that it was an assignment, I stayed on.
I glanced through the titles of their newsletter, to my surprise the dates were all current.
I read the report on identifying false SEOs, I thought maybe it would help me conlcude wether the site was real or not. As I was having
diubt the site was even real.  To my surprise, the information in the article I readwas relevant.

It wasn't until after I read some of my classmates comments, as I was getting to post, that made me click on contact us, and see for
myself the funny caption, and then poiting you to their snail mail address. I also noticed the ad for the university is "Full Sail
University", with that name, there is no need to google it.

Overall I feel the website failed to capture my attention, I did learn from the article I read, so I feel their information can be
useful. However, the  website is so poorly designed, it did not persuade me to signup for their newsletter or other services.

 

01/12/2012 10:50:14 AM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Mimi Will

Messages: 21
Location: Bay Area

Folks, you can see that it was a grass roots effort in 1995 and had add ons to it, instead of re-doing the whole site/image, etc. (since
Ralph is retired, maybe he doesn't need to push his website but is still gaining residual income from the visits...)

Has anybody checked his traffic stats on Wayback Machine Internet Archives Digital Library  (http://www.archive.org/) 
Type in 'wilsonweb.com' in the middle upper WEB tab to see how many times his website was crawled and when!
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01/12/2012 01:23:03 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Nicole Barnes

Messages: 2
Location: Menlo Park, CA

1. The site layout seems to be very amateur. I would agree with David that it looks like it hasn't been updated since 1995. I think it
works better on a large screen because it incorporated a lot of small text onto the homepage. I understand the basis of the website
right off the bat, but it does not draw me in and make me want to stay. I do not the that this website is visually appealing in
comparison to many websites that use a more modern layout, with less clustered text and more open space. Ads also seemed to take
over the layout, making a small screen less optimal for viewing the site. 3. To be honest, there wasn't a lot that brought me in to this
website. The first link I clicked on was the Social Media tab on the left hand side. I was curious to see how this seemingly dated
website was up to date on current social media trends.

  

01/13/2012 12:17:54 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website   
Martha Raup

Last edited: 01/13/2012
12:20:05 PM
Messages: 12
Location: San Francisco

I came across a site that I think provides good contrast to Wilson's pioneering site: Marketing Sherpa (link found in "Marketing
Resources").  At first glance, it is very "busy", like many have noticed and complained about with Wilson's work. However, it seems to
have quite a different effect. To me, it feels "modern". The differences are subtle, but visually noticeable. I think it reveals how
important the visual effect is...

Martha

    

01/13/2012 01:20:24 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Sylvia Sanchez
Rodriguez

Messages: 2
Location: palo alto

3. Where did you GO FIRST on the website? What was interesting/important enough to capture your continued attention? I actually
like this site because: 1.-It has information that I care about 2.-I am not sure of how to analyze if the information is reliable? 3.-It has
a small introduction to the topics and if you click on them you can see the whole description. 4.-It has some informational videos that
seems to advertise schools and people. 5.-I click in several links such as: -Local Marketing -E-Commerce -E-mail Marketing -Dr.
Wilson's Recommendations In some of the links he has a very direct way to offers his services. He said if you are not thinking about
getting any of our services now please do not sign up. We can all save time that way. -I wonder if this kind of strategy will save time
and money and bring more clients or it would make people to doubt about the service?

Nitzeli Sanchez Rodriguez
Logur
Always.opportunities@gmail.com
650-669-1419

    

01/13/2012 01:53:12 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Alexander Valenzuela

Messages: 3

RE: Question 1

The layout and design of Mr. Wilson's website is simple.  There's nothing flashy or grabbing about the overall design and color scheme
but he does makes up for it in the amount of web marketing information he offers.  If you click the tabs on the top and the links on the
left sidebar, I like the running design which allows you to scroll up and down to view videos and articles.  However, sometimes too
much scrolling and clicking the Next button is time consuming and it may save time if there was some kind of index on top to browse
various topics.  Aside from this, everything else is good.  I will most likely subscribe to his newsletter. 

 

01/14/2012 03:22:57 AM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Ellen Wong

Messages: 2

3.  Where did you GO FIRST on the website?  What was interesting/important enough to capture your continued attention?

I didn't have the chance to go anywhere first when an advertisement popped up on the website blocking most of the webpage. After
closing the ad, I thought I may have accidentally typed in the wrong URL, bringing me to an outdated marketing site. I double checked
the URL and wasn't mistaken. I was a little surprised by the amount of information put on the home page. It was a little daunting to
skim through and tough to decide where to start.

What first caught my attention was the green of the subscription box on the right of the page, then the advertisement below it for Full
Sail University. I decided to click around in the "About Us" links to find out more about the website. Only after reviewing the "Awards,
Kudos, and Reviews" was I impressed and decided to explore the site further and sign up for the newsletters.

 

01/14/2012 12:01:11 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website  
Rafael Espinoza

Last edited: 01/14/2012
12:05:59 PM
Messages: 4

My response to question #5 (Did I try any links on the extreme left?):

No.

Ugh, my experience on this website is nothing short of stressful. There are simply too many points to focus on across the screen that it
is rather difficult to evaluate the hierarchy of material. I think the site will also put outside advertisements on the same level as its
own content. Therefore, its integrity is totally undermined.
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In my opinion the front page is the "big idea", which will communicate one or at the most, two major points within the first 5 seconds
of landing and without scrolling down. Instead, I was greeted with this asymmetrical mess of a design.

The pop-up box asking if I wanted to subscribe was very presumptuous and is an instant turn-off. Its placement on the upper-left
obscures perhaps the most important place for the site to help the visitor realize the hierarchy of useful information. Just as most of us
read from left to right and top to bottom, this section of the website is absolutely essential to communicate its major navigational
points.

What I would suggest to this designer is a pop-up box that appears as one finishes an article. I really like how the NY Times has a
simple and un-obtrusive slide in box to a related article. This slide-in box will only appear as the user scrolls to the bottom line of the
article. Because it's the respect of the visitor's choice of more content which is meant to sell us on a subscription, the end of an article
is a great ending point to ask for a personal email address.

Anyway, I guess I should stop ranting about this site and answer question #5 (Did I try any links on the extreme left?):
No, I did not want to try any of the links on the extreme left. Like I mentioned earlier, I found the pop-up box obscuring the left
navigation menu as well as the top (why are there 2 navigation menus anyways?) to be very presumptuous. This site puts outside
advertisements ahead of its own content. I do not usually mind advertisements as much if the site is "easy to get" and the content is
good. But having no clear hierarchy does not convince me to check out its content in the first place.

 

01/14/2012 03:03:35 PM     Subject: Re:Wk 1: Web Marketing Pioneer's Website   
Martha Raup

Messages: 12
Location: San Francisco

Rafael Espinoza wrote:

...Just as most of us read from left to right and top to bottom, this section [the top left] of the website is absolutely essential
to communicate its major navigational points... 

Rafael, you bring up a GREAT point! I was very surprised to read in the textbook that it is the Upper Right Quadrant where we should
locate most of the important and/or recent information. I've always thought the left side is more important for a web page. Perhaps
this has to do with how the brain visualizes things - and which eye is dominant. In magazines the pictures are placed on the right
because they "grab" you. So I was surprised to read how important the RUQ is for Websites. Since reading this, I've found it to be true
- at least, many websites put their "tools" on the upper right. Anyway, what do others think?

Martha
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