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Isles. Certainly,
residents would
cringe at the
thought of tour
buses trudging
through the
neighborhood,
but it is worthy
of praise and
preservation.

“As a collec-
tion of houses,
the Grove is sig-
nificant,” con-
tends Winston
Close, who with
his design part-
ner and wife

510,000. From
the 1940s to
1960s, the
prices ranged
from $18,000 to
$27,000, and in
the 1970s was
$40,000. The
University leas-
es the individual
lots to the home-
owners at rates
that now vary
from $75 to
$200 a year.
Even though
architects are
considered by

Elizabeth de-
signed 13 Grove
homes from

Elizabeth and Winston Close, contemporanies of Raiph Rapson, also moved within the modemis!
mods, as sean in their own house built in 1953, But instead of stark whita, tha Closes, who
designed some 13 Grove houses baetwean 1939 and 1967, incorporatad the natural grain of

many to be the
reserve of the
wealthy, these

1939 to 1967, Weodsdng.

*There certainly
is nothing else
like this here,
and I suspect that
there are few
communities like
this in the coun-
ll_}l.'ll

Certainly the
Grove is uniquely
Minnesotan.
Both traditional
and progressive,
the neighborhood
is nonetheless un-
pretentious.
Shared conneec-
tions to the Uni-
versity, fireplaces
and bookshelves
transcend various
aesthetic tastes.

*It was really a unique program,
where a person didn't have to spend
much money for land and low fi-
nancing was available,” recalls
Ralph Rapson, former dean of the
University's architecture school and
designer of six Grove homes. “It was
a great program for the University,

This house, designed
constructed in the Grova.
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if for no other reason than it was a
good recruiting tool.”

At first, scandalously low
mortage rates of three percent were
affered, but all home owners had to
abide by a ceiling on costs. Price
limits (including architects’ fees) in
the 1920s and 1930s were set at

http://www.closehomes.org/article.php?article=arch mn&page=2

by Mika McGuire in the late- 1960s, was one of the last houses

pricing stipula-
tions forced ar-
chitects to exer-
cise fiscal re-
straint. The re-
sults were prac-
tical yet innova-
tive homes,
Rapson says.
The land-
scaping, too,
demonstrated
practicality.
Unlike many
housing devel-
opments that
leveled the orig-
inal topogra-
phy, University
Grove nurtured
the landscape.
Inspired by
English gar-
dens, common spaces separate the
homes, which look out toward a
central garden. There are no
fences, only hedges and plenty of
robust oaks, hardy pines, tender
birches, mature elms, and roving
ivies. Also, homes respond to the
natural environment. Even tradi-
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