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tional designs boast larger win-
dows. Contemporary homes often
blend into the scene, as in the Clos-
es’ organically toned homes, or
contrast dramatically, as in Rap-
son’s white homes.

The street plan employs both
suburban and city traditions. On
the one hand, the Grove rejected
the city-identified grid, but on the
other hand it did not fully embrace
the curvilinear street plan that is
the signature of planned upscale
communities, Martinson says. So,
the north-south streets are
straight lines, while the east-
west streets
provide for
sloped lanes,
brief streets
and warm closes
that deter traf-
fic.

Grove plan-
ners installed
citylike side-
walks and many
lampposts to en-
gender walking.
“There is a
sense of commu-
nity here that
you don't find
elsewhere,” says
Connie McGe-
arge, a Grove
neighborhood
activist. “People
walk here, there
are streetlights,
open spaces and  others

insight

were driven, not seen. Hence,
when Frank Lloyd Wright pro-
posed to design a house with a car-
port, he was rebuffed. The project
was built elsewhere.

In the early days, professors on
the Minneapolis campus rode the
streetear and St. Paul faculty
walked to work. By the time of the
Grove's mid-"50s expansion, auto-
mobile dependence had grown and
the character of the American fam-
ily was changing. The influx of new
families brought two working peo-
ple who needed more than one car,
says Sue Gehrz, who lives in the

Edwin Lundie, noted for north-woods cabins, designed this traditional Grove house in the
1930s. Remarkable about the Grova s the rich vaniety of housing styles. Though many buit

inviting land- Tuder Colonial shingle-style, and the fke.

scapes.”

Yet Morell and Nichols nei-
ther anticipated nor embraced the
inevitable automobile age. While
suburban migration was driven by
and organized around the car, the
Grove was attentive to other con-
cerns. Regulations and narrow lots

- meant that homes could be built
with only a single-car garage. Cars

Grove's oldest home. Teen-agers
also needed cars.

So the regulation was altered to
provide for two-car garages. The
latter presented design problems,
Rapson recalls, Given the slim lots,
many homes appear to be “all
garage,” he says. To create an opti-
cal illusion on one house in 1967,
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Rapson placed a bold yellow circle
on the garage.

Idyllic as the Grove may appear,
there have been controversies. The
Closes sought to build row houses,
but the University thought it slum-
like. Recently, many Grove resi-
dents resisted the development of a
nearby apartment complex for re-
tired University faculty and staff.

But nothing prepared the Grove
for the 1989 vote. The regents of
the University of Minnesota sought
to divest University Grove and al-
low the existing home owners to
purchase the land. The Grove
housing market
would be open
to anyone, not
just associates
of the Universi-
ty. Sides were
taken. A vote
was set. By a
count of 52 to
48 the Grove
rejected the di-
vestment plan.
The status quo
was champi-
oned.

Conversa-
tions with resi-
dents inevitably
veer toward the
vote. Bad feel-
ings persist.
They share a
certain uneasi-
ness that a
scheme, which
was once con-
sidered so mod-
ern and visionary, can now be
viewed as antique and exclusive.
Regardless of their divestment posi-
tion, University Grove home own-
ers also share a respect for this qui-
et and innovative place.

David Anger is a writer living in
Minneapolis.
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