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| minnesotans natural talents

Homegrown furnishings for easy, casual living.

by David Anger

he forthright fir-plywood table, rough-hewn porrery, soft woven

runner, and evocative oil painting (opposite page) prove there’s

.| more to Minnesota’s creative side than Post-ts, Pillsbury rolls,

and Wheaties.

Husband-and-wife architects Elizabeth and Winston Close designed
the furniture in 1941—the year Joe DiMaggio ended his fifty-six-game
hitting streak and rationing of silk stockings began. As war raged in Eu-
rope, economy and ingenuity ruled at home. Dagmar and Joseph Beach
asked the Closes to create a furnished weekend getaway—on a tight
budger. The architects crafred an artful yer urilitarian two-room retreat
and furnished it with sleck, no-frills wbles and chairs. Celebrating Sky-
water, as the home was called, is the subject of a Whats New? exhibirion
at the Minnesota History Center. Popularly priced reproductions are
available through the St. Paul museum’s store.

The Skywater collection, along with the other original home furnish-
ings fearured here, look equally ar ease in formal living rooms and casu-
al grear rooms. Or take them up north to the cabin, where their natural
good looks will blend in beaurifully with the great outdoors. m

For product resource guide, see page 92,

CLEAR-CUT BEAUTY (COVER, PAGE 73): Engaging stained glass, an antigue chair, personal
artworks, objets darl, and an abundance ol mahogany make this comfortable and cozy study
nook irresistible. William Campbell and Irwin Terry of Century Studios cratted the 226-pisce
stained-glass windows, while artist and homeowner Skip Liepke created the window design
in Frank Lloyd Wright's tradition. Liepke also painted the small oll on the left, which he gave
1o his wile, Michelle, before they married. The architecture is the work of Joseph Metzler of
Mulfinger, Susanka, Mahady, and Pariners.

SERENE SCENE (RIGHT): Form and function define these beauliful home furnishings by
Minnesotans. Here, architects Elizabeth and Winston Close’s affordable and easy-to-
assemble Skywater furniture collection takes cenler stage; it's sold through the History
Center Museum Stores. Pottery by Roberi Briscoe and Maran Kloppmann embellishes the
Closes’ fir-plywood table, as does Rosemary MacFarlane’s textile piece, Briscoe's and
Kloppmann’s work is sold at Morthern Clay Center, while MacFarlane’s handwoven runner is
available through the artist and the Weaver's Guoild of Minnesota. The colors of earth and sky
highlight Luc LeBon’s geomelric High Landing, which can be seen alt Circa Gallery.
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A Small Online Exhibit about the Residential Architecture of
Elizabeth and Winston A. Close
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